ANY LICENSED SLP CAN NOW WORK IN SCHOOLS
A new law, PA93-1060, allows licensed SLPs who have never worked in schools (or who have worked only using temporary authorization, like an SLPP) to obtain a permanent Type 73 (non-teaching) certificate. This certificate allows an SLP to perform all the functions of a school SLP except for serving as the sole teacher of a communications-disorder classroom.  In other words, thanks to the tireless efforts of  ISHA’s own Celeste Kobulnicky, now if you want to work in the schools, you won’t have to take any courses to get a certificate from the IL State Board of Education so you can work in the schools.
To qualify for a Type 73 certificate you must meet all of these requirements. Some of the requirements have several options; so read carefully.

1a. Hold a regular license, OR
b.  hold a current CCC in speech-language pathology from ASHA and a regular license in SLP from another state, territory or District of Columbia AND has applied for a regular IL license as a SLP, OR
c.  hold or have applied for a temporary license (to serve clinical fellowship)

2.  Hold a master’s  or doctoral degree from an institution whose course of study was approved or program accredited by ASHA

3a. Have completed a program of study that meets the content area standards for speech- language pathologists approved by ISBE, (which means, graduate from an ISBE-approved program – click http://www.isbe.net/profprep/PDFs/directory.pdf  to find the list of ISBE-approved programs:) OR
b.  have completed a program in another state, territory or possession of the U.S. that is considered by ISBE to be comparable to an IL approved program OR
c.  hold a certificate issued by another state, territory, or possession of the U.S. that is comparable to the school service personnel certificate (type 73)  OR
d.  provide evidence that he or she has completed at least 150 clock hours of supervised

experience in speech-language pathology with students with disabilities in a school setting, including experience required by federal law or federal court order. A transcript of a school practicum will satisfy this requirement. Otherwise, get a letter from the district where you worked.   The letter should be an original, official letter from the chief administrator or designee of a district/private school where the supervised experience occurred.  

· The letter cannot be written by any college/university.  

· The letter cannot be written by the employing district, unless the supervised experience occurred in that district.

· The letter cannot verify employment of a non-certified speech pathologist as a supervised experience.  I.e. hire the individual in August, count time prior to receiving a certificate as a supervised experience.  

· Experience from time as either an Illinois PSL or OSL can be applied if the speech pathologist meets other requirements (master’s/doctoral degree and IDFPR licensure).  

A person who lacks such experience may obtain interim certification (Type 79 certificate) and shall participate in school-based professional experience of at least 150 clock hours to meet this requirement. You can work and be paid during these 150 hours, performing all the functions of an SLP in the schools. The required 150 clock hours of supervised, school-based professional experience shall consist of activities related to the aspects of practice that are addressed in the content-area standards for speech-language with respect to:  A) planning and intervention; B) the learning environment; C) service delivery; D) professional conduct and ethics; and E) facilitation and advocacy. Your school administrator must then write a letter to ISBE certifying that you are competent as a school SLP. The letter must address your competency in each of these five areas.  Then you apply for the Type 73 certificate, which is a separate application from the Type 79.  The Type 79 does not automatically turn into a Type 73.  
4.  Have successfully completed the required Illinois certification tests. (the Basic Skills Test and the non-teaching test). The type 73 test registration information can be accessed through the ISBE website.

5.  Have paid the application fee.

